Research may be the closest we can come to forecasting the future-by actively shaping it in the present. While the details leave room for surprise, certain investigations can significantly influence the direction of future developments, and it is this kind of research that Nano Futures aims to house.
When the journal Nanotechnology was first launched over 25 years ago it pioneered the field as the first peerreviewed journal to be launched in nanoscale science and technology in the world, broadly covering all the main areas of activity in nanotechnology research. Now the opportunity for Nano Futures is to identify areas of nanotechnology that will shape the future.
Key to achieving this goal is to work with the researchers at the frontiers of the field, and Nano Futures benefits from a board, seasoned from time served on the journal Nanotechnology and well versed on the trajectories research developments take from their own research enterprises. Based on their understanding of the nanoscale science and technology landscape Nano Futures will implement a targeted commissioning program and rigorous peer review management to produce a journal filled only with articles that really shape the field of nanoscience.
The journal will focus on areas that are particularly notable as a hotbed of current research, such as new computing technologies, various types of device materials and synthesis that blend nanoscience and electronics with biology, and new material synthesis based on different types of physical effects that are only recently coming to light. However, with the ever changing focus of research that forges new avenues in nanoscience identifying areas that Nano Futures will centre on will be an ongoing process.
Nano Futures opened for submissions in January 2017 and accepts both commissioned and unsolicited submissions of primary research papers and letters, as well as perspectives and roadmaps. The peer review of these papers is directly overseen by the editorial board to ensure it is rigorous as well as fast-tracked for timeliness. Once accepted, manuscripts will be available online within 24 h and the whole journal will be free to read for the duration of 2017.
Articles in the journal also benefit from coverage in both IOP Publishing's own news outlets by writers in our award-winning journalism program, as well as press coverage further afield through general releases and bespoke marketing campaigns.
Any thorough piece of research changes the world irreversibly with the knowledge it accrues. While some are small paradigm endorsements, other changes yield seismic shifts that send ripples through the research landscape for years to come. The role set for Nano Futures is to provide pointers through this rapidly evolving terrain at the frontiers of nanoscience.
Mission statement
Nano Futures™ is dedicated to bringing together the latest and most important results and perspectives from across nanoscience and related technologies. Highly selective, the journal's primary aim is to become the home for high urgency work that will define the future direction of new and emerging fields across nanoscience, with the expectation for lasting scientific and technological impact. The Editorial Board anticipate that only a small proportion of submissions to Nano Futures will meet these high standards and the number of published articles will therefore be limited. This is certainly a challenging ambition but one we feel that the rapidly growing nanoscience community is looking for, and one that together we can achieve. 
